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About Our Cover 


Dramatic action is captured as workmen descend into a 1|00- 
foot deep cavern to explore its unknown paths. Jack Lewis took 
the photo on location at the Amistad Dam and Reservoir Pro}j- 
ect near Del Rio. Daylight filters down into the darkness of 
underground with an ethereal quality that contrasts dramati- 
cally with the down-to-earth work of the men. 


Inside Front 


Although the dust and smoke of clearing brush from the right 
of way makes this a difficult task in real life, it becomes an 
aesthetic haze in still life. Corresponding with the construction 
photos on the covers, this photo also captures the dynamic 
action that goes along with building highways. This scene took 
place in East Texas near Palestine, but scenes 
throughout Texas as new highways are built. 


ike it take place 


Editorial 


t 
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There’s a time to feel proud of a job well done, 
and there’s a time to face a difficult task ahead. 
And the time to consider both of these thoughts 
is now. 


National Highway Week is May 26 to June 1, 
and Texas is receiving nation-wide recognition for 
its excellence in highway achievements. The Tex- 
as Highway Department has built more miles of 
highways than any other state during the past 
six years. It also ranks first in the nation in con- 
struction of its portion of the Interstate Highway 
System, and is building these superhighways at 
a cost 40 per cent less than the national average. 


We of the Texas Highway Department can 
feel proud of such an achievement. 


But at the same time, we must remember that 
the rapid growth of Texas, coupled with an ever- 
increasing number of vehicles, has rendered obso- 
lete some 22,000 miles out of 25,000 miles of 
major highways. The state now has more than 
five million registered motor vehicles that travel 
well in excess of 40 billion miles a year. 


And how do we cope with this flood of traffic? 
It can’t be done in a year or two; we have to 
think 10 and 25 years ahead. We highway De- 
partment employes must square our shoulders 
and look the future in the face, admitting that 
our job is not done. We must continue to build 
and maintain better highways to make driving 
safer and to help Texas grow even greater. 


For the Texas Highway Department’s work is 
never done . . . not even during National High- 


way Week when we stand tops in the nation. 
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THE GREEKS « 


HAD A-~ 
WORD 


FOR IT 


Keith Elliott 
Travel and Information Division 


N ALL the world, it may be reasonably 
reckoned, there was until last month only 
one Montopolis Bridge. Now there are two. 

Both span the Colorado River on S. H. 71- 
U.S. 183 in southeast Austin. Both have lengths 
(about 110 feet) proportionate to that of their 
rrames, about which more anon. 

The new Montopolis Bridge is a starkly sim- 
ple welded plate girder structure soaring a 
few hundred feet east of the old one. When it 
is opened to traffic it will be a one-way bridge 
carrying trafic north from Bergstrom AFB, 
Bastrop, and points thataway. 

Its older sister, a lilting truss bridge with lots 
of personality, will heft southbound trafhc. Be- 
tween them the Montopolis Bridges will initial- 
ly accommodate about 25,000 vehicles a day. 

Right now, the old Montopolis is doing all 
the work. The new one won't be fully opera- 
tional until completion of a $662,000 inter- 
change project at the north end of the struc- 
tures. During part of this job, the new span 


" 


Reflecting off a dragline, the late afternoon 
sun makes a pristine silhouette of the old 
Montopolis Bridge. Photograph was made 
from new Montopolis Bridge spanning the 
Colorado River in east Austin. 


New bridge's older sister is an onlooker in the back- 
ground as project nears completion. Both spans will 


will carry detour traffic. Even now it’s getting in 
a little practice at being a bridge by carrying 
construction equipment back and _ forth. 

The new Montopolis Bridge was built under 
the general supervision of Senior Resident En- 
eineer Lawrence Schulz, and it marked the third 
time his forces had spanned the Colorado. As 
Bastrop County resident engineer for 15 years, 
Schulz has also directed bridging of the stream 
on F. M. 969 and S. H. 71 near Bastrop. 

Montopolis Bridge II was built for $392,000 
by Cecil Ruby Company, Inc. A three-lane 
structure, it 1s supported by two primary welded 
plate girder spans 400 feet long. 

“It was completed at exactly the right time 
10 get in some extra service as a detour bridge 
while our current interchange project proceeds,” 
said Schulz. 

Why, you will wonder, the funny Greek 
name? Glad you asked. 


‘“Montopolis”’ is the name of a suburb in 


be one-way when interchange system fo the north is 
completed. 


southeast Austin. ‘The bridges were named for 
it because their northern legs abut the area. 

But where did the suburb get 7ts name? 

It’s sad to report, but nobody seems to know. 
There is, however, a theory. 

“Monto” is derived from a Greek word for 
“mountain.” “Polis” is Greek for “city.” Marry 
these two elements and you beget something 
like “city of the mountains” when you translate 
“Montopolis.”’ 

But, you say, there are no mountains near 
Montopolis. Still, all is relative. There is the Bal- 
cones Escarpment, as hilly an area as exists 
in ‘Texas, and early settlers may have been over- 
whelmed by them and upgraded their stature. 
Indeed, early references have depicted Austin, 
itself, as “the city near the mountains.” 

Montopolis was once a town, this we know. 
It was founded in 1838. Perhaps one of the 
early pioneers had a knowledge of Greek and a 
poetic turn of mind and came up with the name 
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are made. New 


Colorado River span is 1,100 feet 
long, the old one 60 feet longer. 


My 


Montopolis for his settlement. Who knows? 

At any rate, it was called Montopolis by the 
time President Mirabeau Lamar in 1839 named 
a commission to select a new site for the capital 
of Texas, for its report mentioned the settle- 
ment by name. As we know, a site a few leagues 
away was selected for its beauty as the Repub- 
lic’s (and later the state's) capital and it’s some- 
thing of a miracle that it wasn’t called Mon- 
topolis instead of Austin. 

Anyway, what was and is called Montopolis 
is the only place in the world so designated, ac- 
cording to researchers at the Austin Public 
Library. There is a Montopoli—a 
town needless to say—in the Tuscany 
italy, but that isn’t quite the same. 

Which just about wraps up the matter, Suf- 
fice it that the Texas Highway Department is 
now sole possessor of two bridges named Mon- 
topolis. For what it’s worth, no other highway 
department can make that statement. 
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TALTERS SOR 


A bridge in Texas is 

longer than a bridge of 
the same length in 
cooler states. 


A paradox? More or 
less. But consider: 

Bridges are restless. 
_They expand and con- 
tract with changes in 
temperature. 

Thus finger joints 
and open joints are de- 
signed into bridges so 


their flexing — won't 
cause buckling. In oth- 
er words, engineers 


gap the bridges. 

A Texas bridge is 
longer, usually, than an 
out-of-state bridge de- 
signed to the same 
length simply because 
mean temperatures are 
higher here. 


How about 
Alaska? 


that, 


HERBERT C. PETRY JR. HAL WOODWARD J. H. KULTGEN 


At the Capitol building in Austin, Kultgen, center, by D. Y. McDaniel, District Judge of the 74th Judicial 
takes the oath of office as he is formally sworn in District. Governor Connally stands at the right. 


H. KULTGEN of Waco took 

the oath of office in mid- 

e April to become a new member 

of the Texas Highway Com- 
mission. 

Kultgen, long a prominent good- 
roads backer, was earlier appointed 
to the post by Governor John Con- 
nally and confirmed by the State 
Senate. He will serve a six-year term, 
succeeding Charles F. Hawn of Ath- 
ens who had served on the Commis- 
sion since 1957. 

Kultgen joins Herbert C. Petry 
Jr. of Carrizo Springs and Hal Wood- 
ward of Coleman on the three-mem- 
ber Commission which makes policies 
to guide the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment. Petry is Chairman of the Com- 
mission. 

A successful automobile dealer in 
Waco since 1936, the new Commis- 
sioner is president of Bird-Kultgen, 
Inc., Huaco Motors, Inc., and the 
Huaco Corporation and is a director 
of the First National Bank of Waco, 


Back at the Highway Department building after the 
ceremony, Kultgen shakes hands with Hal Wood- 


Texas Life Insurance Co., and many 
other business enterprises. Born and 
educated in Chicago, Kultgen first 
came to Texas as an Army pilot dur- 
ing World War I. His civic activities 
include past terms as president of the 
Texas Good Roads Association, the 
Brazos River Authority, the Waco 
Chamber of Commerce, the Baylor 
Stadium Corporation, and the Heart 
O’ Texas Fair Association. 

Herbert C. Petry Jr. is now serving 
his second consecutive six-year term 
on the Commission (first ever to 
achieve this distinction), the last four 
years as Chairman. A practicing attor- 
ney in his home town, Petry is past 
president of Lions International, Bor- 
der District Bar Association, and the 
Carrizo Springs Chamber of Com- 
merce; has been active in the Texas 
Good Roads Association; and has 
served on the Governor’s traffic safety 


and economy commissions. 
Woodward, who has served four 
years on the Commission, is a native 
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CHARLES F. HAWN 
Outgoing Commissioner 


of West Texas. A former city attor- 
ney of Coleman, he is past president 
of the Trustees of Overall Memorial 
Hospital, a director of the Coleman 
Board of Community Development, 
and a director of the Texas Law En- 
forcement Foundation. 


e far left is Chairman Petry, and at the 
far right is State Highway Engineer D. C. Greer. 


Motor vehicle license tags are boxed and assembled for shipment on 
second floor of the plant in Huntsville State Prison. They'll be shipped 
to Texas Highway District offices for storage until motorists’ rush for 
licenses begins next year. By then prisoners will be fabricating 1965 tags. 


Frank Lively 
Editor, Texas Highways 


WwW \ARLY this year, says the Hous- 
— ton Chronicle, Mrs. Joe Baird 
—/ was unboxing license plates 
for sale at a department store substa- 
tion. Inside a carton she found a note. 
Its desperate message: “I am _ being 


held against my will!” 


Mrs. Baird sounded no alarm, 
called no police, made no move to 
assist her anonymous correspondent. 
Instead, she laughed outright. Like 
most ‘Texans, she knew that license 
plates are manufactured in the state 
prison at Huntsville—and that some 
inmate had a sense of humor. 

Every year, millions of motor ve- 
hicle tags are turned out in a small, 
two-story red brick plant inside those 
prison walls. From early morning to 
late evening, 120 inmates stamp out, 
paint, bake, sort and package license 
plates that eventually will adorn Tex- 
as automobiles. 


While most ‘Texas motorists are 
enjoying their newly purchased 1963 
tags, the plant at Huntsville is rush- 
ing to get 1964’s plates out on sched- 
ule. Production has just switched from 
farm truck plates to passenger plates 
and the plant may even have to put 
on a night shift to help meet the 
tight schedule. 

‘Things are now in full swing and 
the plant is turning out about 60,000 
plates daily, the quota necessary to 
produce 11,250,000 single plates by 
next February. 

There are 29 kinds of license plates 
worn by motor vehicles in ‘Texas, in- 
cluding plates for antique cars, for 
Senate and House of the U. S. Con- 


A silver sash of coil steel ribbons 
through new coil-handler and coil- 
straightener devices in prison fac- 
tory which supplies Texas license 
plates. This is the first year coil 
steel, less wasteful than former 
plate steel, has been used for Texas 
tags. 


A whirr and a blur characterize 
rimming press which embosses 
"Texas'' and the year on plates. 


egress, state officials, machinery, trucks, 


farm trucks, tractors, motorcycles, 
and, of course, those for “exempt” 
state vehicles. 


Two men from the Texas High- 


License plates are dipped in black paint, then baked in ovens at 400° F. 


Sees 


Oven shown here will handle 60,000 plates in a 10-hour day, the normal 


shift at the prison plant. 


way Department are on duty at the 
plant to inspect the work and to act 
as consultants. They are Chief In- 
spector B. L. Vann and his assistant 
R. M. Lucas. Captain B. F. Smith is 


superintendent directly in charge of 
inmates and guards and directs 
production, 

A new oven was installed in the 
plant last July, upping the capacity 
of plate production, Freshly dipped 
tags now make three passes through 
the new oven at 400 degrees Fahren- 
heit, a process which takes about an 
hour. 

No matter where you drive in the 
world, your car must have license 
plates. And the price for plates varies 
considerably from country to country. 
In Italy plates cost about $60. In 
Egypt the cost is $1.50. In the United 
States, passenger car tags cost from 
$10 to $25. 


These plates are half baked. 
They're headed for another paint 
job—white for their numerals and 
lettering—then they'll be baked 
again. It's tough being a license 
plate. 


In Texas, the average cost to reg- 
ister the family car is about $15. Cost 
to produce those two plates at Hunts- 
ville is 12 cents. About 75 per cent of 
the registration fees are used to main- 
tain and to build highways, and the 
rest remains in the counties or goes to 


This is the gadget that coats the numbers that 
distinguish the plates that mark the cars that 
Texans drive. White paint is rolled onto raised 
portions of next year's black tags by coating 
machines. These are farm trailer tags. 


Superintendent of the license plate plant at Huntsville is Captain B. F. 


a) 


of busying idle hands. 


commissions and refunds. 

Low license numbers usually are 
bestowed upon the governor and oth- 
er elected officials in the state. 

The governor of Texas gets plates 
stamped SO 1. The lieutenant gov- 
ernor’s plates get SO 2, and so on 


Smith. Two Texas Highway Department employes—Chief Inspector 
B. L. Vann and his assistant, Roland Lucas—are stationed at the prison 
factory. All other personnel involved in the manufacture of Texas license 


plates are inmates. 


mn 


Newsprint inserts between plates keep them from getting 
marred. Many operations in the tag factory which could be 
automated are nevertheless done by hand—because of the 
plentiful labor supply at the state prison and the necessity 


through elected officials. All tags for 
those elected to office are stamped 
with the words “State Official” on the 
bottom of the plate. 

Once you get past the governor and 
the state legislature, the scramble real- 
ly begins. For example, there is al- 
ways a big demand for low digit num- 
bers. One car owner is said to have 
sold his rights to a low number for 
as much as $500. Some people want 
their license number to correspond 


with their street address or with 
their birthday. Others want the same 


number every year. 

The scramble for license plates, 
especially those with low digit num- 
bers, will begin again in early 1964. 

And no doubt at least one motorist 
will find tucked between his tags a 
desperate message: 
against my will.” 


“T am being held 


"We Are What We Eat!" 


In a talk delivered to the Commercial 
Vehicle Section Sessions National Safety 
Congress last fall in Chicago, J. |. Ro- 
dale (editor of PREVENTION editorials) 
discussed diet and its effect in accident 
prevention. Rodale is active in encour- 
aging people in the accident-prevention 
field to investigate the effects improper 
diet or 
ability. 

He cited two recent studies. One was 
conducted in 1959 by a trucking com- 
pany, and showed that 67 per cent of 
the company's accidents occurred with- 
in the first four hours of driving. ‘How 


malnutrition has on driving 


many of this 67 per cent of mishaps can 
be charged to faulty or inadequate nu- 
trition . . . a deficient breakfast for 
example?’ asked Rodale. 

The other was an Air Force study un- 
der Colonel Lawton and Adelle Davis at 
Randolph Air Force Base in Texas where 
it was suspected their frequent and ever- 
growing number of take-off accidents 
was due to faulty nutrition. ‘The colli- 
sions were virtually eliminated at this 
test field when pilots were given pre- 
scribed nutritious pre-take-off meals,’ 
said Rodale. 

He next discussed a report by the 
Yale University Bureau of Highway Traf- 
fic in which a member of the Bureau 
said that no one has yet discovered the 
specific causes of accidents, and that no 
one yet knows what makes one driver 
speed and another reckless. ''They don't 
have the slightest idea that it could be 
malnutrition,’ Rodale commented. 

Rodale emphasized that a driver's mo- 
tor and sensory nerves must have a sharp 


the new, the novel, the unique in highways 


edge, an edge which can easily be dulled 
by an unbalanced diet. He pointed out 
that accidents are investigated on many 
points, from the working condition of 
the vehicle, the road and weather con- 
ditions, to the personal and social his- 
tory of each person involved. 

"But not one word is said about the 
status of the nutrition of the deceased 
person,’ Rodale said. ''This could be 
done when the toxicological examination 
of the blood is done. . . . From a study 
of these statistics it no doubt will be 
shown that the average driver involved 
in these accidents is deficient in some 
nutritional way." 


Walking the Line 


A technique for applying permanent- 
type marking materials on asphalt pave- 
ment during resurfacing has been used 
satisfactorily on Pennsylvania Avenue in 
Washington, D. C., reports Public Works 
magazine. 

The method eliminates the customary 
time lapse between completion of re- 
paving and application of traffic guide 
lines, and makes it possible to include 
markings as a part of the construction 
contract cost as opposed to the main- 
tenance budget. 

In the new process, reflectorized per- 
manent-type cold plastic material, sup- 
plied in four and _ six-inch rolls, was 
placed in position for median and lane 
lines on freshly applied hot asphalt im- 
mediately after the first rolling, and was 
compressed or “inlaid'' in the pavement 
with the final rolling. 


Gallantry 1963 Style 


The Asphalt Institute Quarterly tells 
the sequel of the legend of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, who threw down his cape in 
front of Queen Elizabeth so she wouldn't 
get her feet wet crossing a puddle. 

A New Britain, Connecticut, construc- 
tion company was widening and repav- 
ing a street that passed by the home of 
a family busy planning a marriage. The 
family was worried that the dust and 


equipment would have ill effects on the 
daughter Emma's white wedding gown 
when she left for church. 

So the father asked the company if 
they would kindly halt operations for a 
half hour as the family passed by to go 
to the church. But better than that, the 
company combined its efforts on a crash 
basis, and when the bride left for the 
nuptials, all the dust and roadblocks had 
vanished, and she drove off on a smooth 


ribbon of asphalt. 


Undercover Median 


In an unusual job, a 42-inch wide by 
two-inch high median strip of white pav- 
ing material was laid over an old 36-inch 
wide, one-inch median strip on Western 
Avenue in Chicago. 

The old median which was covered 
had deteriorated badly and lacked the 
high degree of visibility provided by the 
new strip. In another similar project, a 
new median strip 26 inches wide and 
two inches high was placed on the 
pavement. 

The job was done with minimum in- 
convenience to traffic since the paving 
machine compacts and finishes the ma- 
terial without a rolling operation and 
provides the specified cross section. At- 
tachments on the machine can be 
changed quickly from the special median 
section to those used for curb and gut- 
ter paving. 


Signs of Speed 
The Ohio Highway Department has 


found that half the number of men can 
put up twice the number of road signs 
when equipped with an aerial platform 
instead of old-fashioned block-and-tackle 
methods. Traffic supervisors cite the in- 
stallation of overhead highway signs as 
an example. 

A seven or eight-man crew with two 
ladder trucks and a_block-and-tackle 
could put up three large signs a day. 
But with one ladder truck and an aerial 
platform, a four-man crew can erect 
from six to eight signs. 
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This is an overall view of the highway relocation and 
new bridge construction site for the Amistad Dam and 
Reservoir Project. In the background, the railroad 
bridge is near completion. 
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G. P. Brown, Supervising Resident 
Engineer at Del Rio, looks out over 
the construction site. 
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OM SAWYER would have loved them, een if 


there were no Indian Joe to add to the suspense. 
Indeed, Tom probably would have found the 
seven caverns of the Amistad Dam and Reservoir Proj- 
ect beyond his wildest dreams, : ; 
He would have watched awe-stricken as explosives 
shook the earth and thundered as the caves were opened 
up for exploration. The drilling, whining, grinding 
of trucks and machinery would have been an exciting 
background of sounds as workmen descended into the 
dank, unknown caverns to chart their paths. Tom 
would have gasped when a five-foot-long diamondback 
rattlesnake suddenly loomed up around a corner to 
confront the explorers. Barefooted, he would have tip- 
toed bravely but apprehensively behind the men, wind- 


THE CAVES; 


G. P. Brown, Supervising Resident Engineer 
Del Rio, District 22 


ing their way through the silent, wandering caveways, 
watching as the light from the miners’ lamps flickered 
on cavern walls that had never known anything but 
underground darkness. 

Exploration of the caverns is a facet of the joint pro- 
gram of the United States and Mexico for construction 
of the Amistad Dam and Reservoir Project. 

The Amistad Dam, to be located on the Rio Grande 
12 miles upstream from Del Rio, Texas, and Ciudad 
Acuna, Coahuila, will be the second major interna- 
tional storage dam to be constructed jointly by the 
United States and Mexico, pursuant to the Water 
Treaty Ocetae. 

Construction of the reservoir requires relocation of 
U. S. Highways 90 and 277. Construction of the re- 
located U. S. Highway 90 is now under way, with 
Border Road Construction Company of Laredo doing 
the work west of Devils River. The H. B. Zachry Com- 
pany of San Antonio is constructing the 5,461-foot 
bridge and approaches over Devils River. The total 
cost will be approximately $6 million. 

After construction was started, several underground 
caves and solution channels were discovered, These 
caves were opened up, explored and mapped by geolo- 
gists of the International Boundary and Water 
Commission. 


Some of the caves were almost 100 feet deep, with 
narrow fingers leading off in all directions. 

All of the caves are under the maximum reservoir 
elevation of the proposed lake and require filling to 
prevent leakage. They were mapped by the IB & WC 
to determine if a definite pattern existed which might 

i" cause failure in the highway project under construction. 

After much consideration, Texas Highway Depart- 
ment engineers and International Boundary and Water 
Commission officials decided to fill the caves with a lean 
concrete supplemented with large limestone rock to de- 
crease the bulk of the concrete. 

The lean concrete consisted of reasonably well-graded 

. pit-run sand and gravel from Devils River and _ three 
sacks of cement per cubic yard. The lean concrete was 


With the drilling echoing in their ears in such close 
quarters, two workmen enlarge a cave for exploration 
about 50 feet underground. 


Construction crews cleared the deck when blasting {above} was 
going on to enlarge a cave for exploration. 


A workman descends into a 100-foot deep cavern (left) to explore 
its far reaches. 
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Grover Sprott, Chief Inspector, 
sounds out cave depth by dropping 
a rock down a cave opening. 


A workman supervises the opera- 
tion of a rotary drill in a test for 
underground caverns on roadway 
cut. 


mixed with about six-inch slump. This high slump 
was necessary to make the concrete flow into the small 
crevices and channels that branched off the main cave 
almost horizontally. A price was agreed upon with the 
H. B. Zachry Company for the lean concrete and force 
account on the collection and placing of the clean 
limestone boulders. 

Seven caves were discovered and filled, requiring 751 
cubic yards of concrete and 98 cubic yards of rock. 
The largest cave required 236 cubic yards of concrete 
and only 10 cubic yards of rock. During the filling oper- 
ations, a representative of the Boundary Commission 
was present to decide when the large boulders would 
be added. The lean concrete was placed first, and 
allowed to flow into channels and crevices. As soon 
as the main cave started filling up, the boulders were 


Lean concrete is poured into a 
cave. Later, large boulders were 
added to force concrete into all 
crevices. 


i thrown in to help force the concrete into the solution 
" channels and crevices. 
if All of the large caves were discovered in the embank- 
} ment section of the highway project. Some small caves 
have been discovered in the bridge section, and those 
adjacent to or under pier footings will be filled with 
Class “A” Concrete. When a bridge footing has been 
excavated to grade, test borings are made to discover if 
[ caves are located under or adjacent to the footings. 
H Cores are taken to determine the types of material under 
the footings to a minimum depth of 10 feet. 
F A wagon drill is then used and drilled on a 45-degree 
ye angle and watched to see if any cavities exist. The 
angle drilling will determine if a cavity has been missed 
by the vertical core drilling. A minimum of eight sound- 
; ings are taken in each large pier footing. 


Standing at the entrance to a 
large cave, Grover Sprott ges- 
tures to a work crew descending 
into the cave. 


Work is taking place on an exca- 
vated footing for a 200-foot pier 
in Devils River. 
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BONHAM SAYS YES 


Denison Herald, with a Bonham date- 
line—''The Bonham Chamber of Com- 
merce has sent State Highway Engineer 
D. C. Greer a resolution expressing its 
approval of a proposal by the depart- 
ment to extend State Highway 121 north 
to intersect State Highway 78 and af- 
ford a bypass around Bonham. 

The proposed extension would be 
through the western edges of Bonham 
and would not affect any residential or 
business areas. 

The route would pass south of Bon- 
ham, then swing northeast of Bonham to 
pass north of Dodd City and Windom 
and skirt the northern edge of Honey 
Grove." 


PALMY MEDIAN 


Laredo South Texas Citizen, on high- 
way beautification—''The state will plant 
palm trees in the median of Interstate 
35 expressway within the city limits, 
James F. Snyder, district highway engj- 
neer, said Wednesday. 

‘The palm trees will be planted 200 
feet apart. Snyder said these trees in 
the median would not interfere with any 
future widening of the road, and also 
because of their height they would be 


less hazardous.’ 


THE GOOD WORD 


Corpus Christi Caller, in a letter-to- 
the-editor—''| travel Lexington Blvd. ev- 
ery day going to and from work and 
have watched the new highway being 
added. | want to compliment the men 
who have built this road. There was nev- 
er any unnecessary delay, no unusually 
dangerous spots, and the speed and 
thoroughness with which it was com- 


pleted is commendable... ."' 


A MOSQUITO'S LAMENT 


El Paso Herald Post, mentioning— 
"City-County Health Unit officials today 
praised the Texas State Highway De- 
partment for cleaning and clearing a 
long stretch of jungle growth from an 
area near Borderland Inn road to Canu- 
tillo. 

". .. the cleanup job will enable the 
Health Unit to apply effective controls 
over mosquito breeding in the area dur- 
ing the summer months ahead." 


THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE 


Beaumont Enterprise, announcing— 
The state's first regional urban trans- 
portation study has been authorized by 
the Texas Highway Commission for the 


Golden 
Orange, Port Arthur and Beaumont. 


Triangle area embracing 

". . . The concept of developing a 
master plans for interurban highway 
needs of the future for the cities of 
Orange and Jefferson counties was well 
received by the commission. 

The highway commission authorized 
appropriation of $240,000 for research 
and planning during the study's first 
year. Local governments of the two- 
county study area must contribute 15 
per cent or $36,000 of the cost of first- 
year development of the plan. 


YOU WOULDN'T KNOW IT 


Seguin Gazette, editorially reflecting 
—''In a matter of a few short years, 
Seguin will be virtually unrecognizable 
to a person who should for some reason 
not see our city in the intervening time. 

The first step in this process was 
taken last week with the awarding of the 
first contract in the largest highway pro- 
gram of its type for any county in the 
state of Texas. 
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From any angle, the program 
planned by the State Highway Depart- 
ment for Guadalupe County is one of 
tremendous benefit, one that no one 
can have a reasonable objection to. 

This is being provided mainly by the 
Texas Highway Department, the finest 
in the nation. This, then puts the onus 
on Seguin and Guadalupe County to 
fully use what is being provided." 


THE BLUEBONNET TRAIL 


La Grange Fayette County Record, 
feeling spring in the air—''The La 
Grange Chamber of Commerce will 
maintain an information booth ... to 
assist visitors as well as local and area 
people in finding Bluebonnet trails and 
beauty spots. 

"One of the area's beauty spots 
promises to be along FM Road 2145, 
from US Highway 77 north of La 
Grange through Nechanitz and connect- 
ing with State Highway 237 near War- 
renton. 

Other roads ... include State High- 
way 71 from Ellinger through La Grange 
and to West Point; SH 159 through 
Rutersville, Park, Fayetteville and Willow 
Springs; and FM Road 609 from La 


Grange toward Flatonia."' 


CHANGE ABOUT 

Longview News-Journal, quoting from 
a Departmental press release—''Eftec- 
tive January |, 1963, present Highway 
26, stretching from the Texas-Oklahoma 
line northwest of DeKalb to Nacogdo- 
ches will become U.S. Highway 259... . 

Texas also has a State Highway 259 
which extends from State Highway 79 
southwest of Henderson to US Highway 
80, near Fox City. The Texas Highway 
Commission is changing the number of 
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this highway to State Highway 42 to 
avoid the confusion with the U.S. high- 
way numbering. 

"The designation of State Highway 
26 as a U.S. highway with a new number 
designation of US 259 gives impetus to 
the plan for a north-south highway 


stretching from the Canadian border to 
the Gulf Coast." 


ONCE UPON A TIME 


Beaumont Enterprise,  disclosing— 
"The old U.S. 90 bridge across Brakes 
Bayou yesterday was permanently closed 
to traffic for dismantling. The salvaged 
materials will be used by the city to 
construct a new bridge across the bayou 
on an extension of Happ Street. 

"The bridge, just north of the Inter- 
state 10, once extended across the Ne- 
ches River.’ 


PAT ON THE BACK 


Jasper News-Boy, with a pat for the 
painter— ‘Let's put in a good word for 
the man with the paint brush—the one 
who keeps traffic lanes and center traf- 
fic-separators marked on Highway 96 
through Jasper. 

"When those traffic-direction stripes 
are brightly yellow and white, the four- 
lane channel is clearly defined for mo- 
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torists. . 


GET OUT AND VOTE 


The Post Dispatch, crusading—'' The 
Dispatch is FOR the $85,000 road bond 
issue to be voted on Feb. 16 by qualitied 
voters in Commissioners’ Precinct |. 

"We feel that our county will drop 
far behind other area counties in high- 
way development if this bond issue for 
purchase of right-of-way for the four- 
lane widening of U. S. Highway 84 is 
not approved. 

"U.S. Highway 84 is one of the most 
heavily travelled routes in this area of 
the state, and the present two-lane road 
between where the divided highway ends 
northwest of Post and the Lubbock 
County line is one of the most danger- 
ous stretches on the entire highway. 

"It is important that everyone inter- 
ested—and who shouldn't be?—get out 
ROV OLE wt. « 


A BETTER ROUTE 


Navasota Examiner-Review, playing 
up a Departmental proposal outlined by 
District Engineer C. B. Thames to Nava- 
sota area residents for a two-lane di- 
vided highway which would skirt Nava- 
sota's eastern city limits—''Thames said 
he could not say whether such a loop 
would eventually be built, with or with- 
out the interest of Navasota residents. 
He added that, ‘If the traffic keeps 
building up, there will be a demand. 
He went on to point out that if High- 
way 6 is not improved the present trat- 
fic and that of the future will voluntari- 
ly choose a better route. 

"Traffic has a habit of traveling roads 
which are known to be a better route as 
a matter of choice,’ he said." 


ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 


Corpus Christi Times, concluding that 
—"City and state traffic officials de- 
cided today that the Nueces Bay Cause- 
way, which is presently under construc- 
tion, has adequate signs and lights to 
warn motorists. 

The inspection was ordered to deter- 
mine if additional warning signs and 
lights were needed. 

"There have been three traffic acci- 
dents since the detour was opened, two 
of them yesterday. 

"The detour is expected to be un 
about six months while a ‘hump’ is built 
into the old causeway." 


JUST IN TIME 

Pleasanton Express, voicing its ap- 
proval of Commission action—''lt is 
good news indeed that the State High- 
way Commission conditionally has ap- 
proved curbing and paving of Bryant 
.. The street is 
subjected to heavy traffic, and right 


Street in Pleasanton. . 


now, it is in a deplorable condition." 


DO UNTO OTHERS 


Fort Worth Star Telegram, discussing 
the high accident rate on a mile-length 
strip of freeway—''Police say the road- 
way is as good—it not better—as any 
other strip in the Fort Worth freeway 
. What makes this modern 
strio such a hazardous trail? 


SOUS UF oe 


Traffic Capt. Ed Lee points out three 
contributing factors: 

"|. Unnecessary switching of lanes at 
high speeds. 

"2. Following too closely. 

"3. Slow motorists. 
"| would say that the main thing is 
that motorists don't have enough con- 
sideration for other people,’ the police 
captain said. 

"If people would abide by the traf- 
tic laws and look out for their fellow 
motorists these accidents would never 


happen.’ '' 


BUILT-IN SAFETY 


McKinney Examiner, praising Highway 
Department safety measures—''You are 
speeding serenely along a Texas high- 
way. Your tires hum evenly along the 
road. Suddenly the tire noise changes. 
The steering wheel quivers under your 
fingers. You snap alert, grip the wheel 
more firmly, pull easily a few inches to 
the left and pass safely across a small 
bridge. 

“All this happens in a fraction of a 
second—so quickly, so easily and nat- 
urally that you probably are unaware 
that the Texas Highway Department has, 
by deliberate planning, just saved your 
life. 

Highway safety is built into Texas 
ere ICI 
satety measures—largely unobserved by 
the public—are products of imaginative 


highways—old, as well as new. . 


engineering from Texas’ seasoned high- 
way planners. These unheralded and un- 
publicized satety programs annually save 
untold thousands of Texas motorists from 
injury or even death." 


REDBUDS FOR FREEWAYS 


Fort Worth Star Telegram, in a letter- 
to-the-editor— ‘Congratulations on your 
fine editorial . . . concerning the redbud 
trees now in bloom in our city. 

". . . 400 redbud trees were planted 
along our freeways and University Drive 
in Forest Park during 1960. This planting 
was made possible by the splendid co- 
operation of J. R. Stone of the Texas 
Highway Department and Scott Fikes of 
the City Park Department with the Gar- 
den Club Council." 
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Winning 
Right 


Travis B. Moore, Senior Draftsman of District 9, Waco, uses his spare 
time to construct models of projected highway projects. Models are 
then used to familiarize the public with Highway Department intentions. 
Here Moore spray paints a bridge structure to be affixed to the model 
later. 


AKING big things smaller 

so they can fit into, say, a 

space vehicle is one of the 
miracles of the post-war industrial 
revolution. The technique is called 
miniaturization. 

The Texas Highway Department 
has adapted miniaturization to its 
purposes, too. Recently, personnel of 
District 9, Waco, have been compress- 
ing entire freeway systems into desk- 
top proportions. 

Obviously, they don’t carry traffic. 
Their purpose is to show interested 
citizens how forthcoming expressway 
projects will look when they're com- 
pleted, and how the environments 
they transverse will be affected by 
them. 


By studying the models, property 
owners may tell exactly whether and 
to what extent their holdings may be 
influenced by a highway develop- 
ment. Moreover, the models serve a 
public relations function in graph- 
ically depicting the potential useful- 
ness of a project in a way the layman 
can understand. 

District 9 also uses photographs to 
bring home the ultimate reality of 
highway plans. Artists superimpose 
accurate drawings of projects as they 
will appear when completed upon 
aerial photographs of actual project 
locales. 

Through both devices the layman 
may see quite clearly how planned 
highways will relate to his home, his 


A crossover structure connecting Waco's I1th and 
12th Streets at Interstate Highway 35 crossing is 
"miniaturized" for public understanding. Models of 


business, and his own transportation 
needs. 

Models and perspective photos have 
been displayed at meetings of cham- 
bers of commerce, highway groups, 
professional and civic organizations, 
at public hearings, and twice at the 
Heart O’ Texas Fair. The devices are 
on continual display in the district 
right of way office for property own- 
ers with questions on plans relating 
to their holdings. 

“The most interested people,” says 
Right of Way Engineer Jim Fincher, 
“are those who plan to remain in the 
area of a developing expressway, and 


the real estate people who own prop- 
erty along the right of way and want 
to develop it. Then of course there 
are people who propose to buy prop- 
erty and possibly put a service station 
on a certain corner.” 


He continues: ““There’s never any- 
thing secret about the Highway De- 
partment’s plans for an area. We 
want to help people to know as 
much as possible about these projects 
so they won’t make their own plans 
under any misconceptions. ” 


District 9’s models have been gen- 
erously publicized in newspapers, ex- 


such projects are accurate and detailed. Houses and 
buildings are realistically reproduced from balsa 
wood and paper from aerial photos of the area. 


tending their usefulness. ‘The models 
have been employed beneficially in 
several right of way disputes which 
have wound up in court, according 
to Fincher. 

Use of the visual aids in District 9 
has played a very practical purpose, 
he feels. ““Through these devices peo- 
ple have developed an understanding 
of what the Highway Department is 
doing,’ he says. “As their under- 
standing grows, they are more likely 
to sell their property for right of way 
than go to the courts for interpreta- 
tion of something they don’t under- 


stand clearly.” 
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" As-it-is-now" photo shows U. S. Highway 
190 as it crosses the Santa Fe Railroad 
tracks at the edge of downtown Temple. 


Aerial photo shows location of Interstate 
Highway 35 in Waco. View is to north from 
near the south city limits. 


"Tomorrow's-eye-view" picture, imaginative- 
ly retouched to show planned improvements, 
shows overpass to replace present danger- 
ous railway crossing. This photo and one of 
Moore's models were used to gain public 
support for a bond issue fo help finance the 
project. 


Retouched photo shows same scene as it will 
appear upon completion of project. Through 
such devices, property owners can judge 
what future developments will mean to them. 


Unretouched photograph shows the intersec- 
tion of Spur 298 (Franklin Avenue) and State 
Highway 6 in southwest Waco. 


"Before" view of the location of Interstate 
Highway 35 near the traffic circle on Waco's 
south side. 


Superimposed drawing shows how same 
scene will look after construction of an in- 
terchange and grade separations at the 
site. Project is now under construction, but 
photographs were employed to enhance pub- 
lic understanding before right of way buying 
began. 


"After" view shows proposed expressway 
and future work to be done replacing traffic 
circle with interchange. District 9's creative 
photos and models are widely displayed in 


Waco-Temple area to further understanding 
of THD plans. 
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The Brochure Takes a Bow 


Although the new Texas Travel Brochure was released only recently, 
hundreds of letters already have poured into the Highway Department 
from Texans and out-of-state visitors alike. 

It seems that everyone is finding out something new about Texas— 
described as "Today's Fun-tier" in the brochure—and just can't wait to 
get going on the summer trips to see firsthand all the attractions beckon- 


ing alongside Texas highways. 


The brochure was produced by the Travel Division in Austin to sup- 
plement existing travel literature. Here is a cross section of some of the 


etters received to date: 


“Thank you very much for sending 
to me, personally, a copy of “Texas— 
Today’s Fun-tier,’ the most beautiful 
travel brochure I have ever seen. If 
enough people see it, our tourist 
trade should increase considerably. 

“I wish . . . to express my grati- 
tude to each and every person who 
worked on this brochure. It is living 
proof of hearts as well as hands being 
put into an undertaking to produce 
a masterpiece.” 

John Connally 
Governor of Texas 


“Please accept my hearty and very 
sincere congratulations on the prepa- 
ration and publication of a splendid 
travel brochure, “Texas — Today’s 
Fun-tier.’ 

“I have enjoyed reading it tremen- 
dously and believe that you have 
done one of the finest production jobs 
of the many similar brochures now 
being published.” 

Harry C. Thoma, Supervisor 
Recreational Advertising 
Wisconsin Conservation Dept. 


“May I send personal congratula- 
tions to you and your staff for the 
beautiful “Texas—Today’s Fun-tier.’ 

. Makes you proud to be a Texan 
—Keep up the good work.” 

J. D. Murphy, M.D. 

President, American Academy 
of General Practice 

Kansas City, Missouri 


22 


“There is only one way to describe 
the new travel brochure “Today’s 


Fun-tier,, and that is with the Cali-— 


forniaish adjective ‘STUPENDOUS!!’ 
It is by far the best I’ve seen.” ; 


Lucky Leverett 
Assistant Manager 
El] Paso Chamber of Commerce 


“This brochure is one of the most 
attractive and remarkable things of 
its kind that J have seen. It is not 
only colorful but shows the diversi- 
fied recreational facilities of your 
state in an outstanding manner. 
Many beautiful things are produced 
in the printing arts today but your 
book is one of the finest. Congratu- 
lations.” 


G. Donald Kennedy, President 
Portland Cement Association 
Chicago, Ilinois 


“The new “Texas—Today’s Fun- 
tier’ booklet is, without doubt, the 
finest bit of state promotion that has 
been done, to date. 

“As a participant in our Texas 
hospitality industry and as a member 
of the growing Texas Tourist Council, 
I can truly appreciate your efforts. 

. Congratulations on a job well 
done.” 
George D. Reeves 
Sales Representative 
‘Terrace Motor Hotel 
Austin, Texas 


‘International’ travel posters. Th 
are certainly excellent, but to me t 


new brochure, “Texas—Today’s Fun 
tier.’ <i 
“To me this is certainly the best — 


recreational brochure I have ever _ 
seen any place. It is a highly profes- 


sional job and I extend my sincere 
congratulations on it.” 
John W. Cooper 
Forest Supervisor 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
‘Texas National Forests 
Lufkin, Texas 


“I received a copy of your colorful 
booklet, “Today’s—Fun-tier,” and ex- 
tend my congratulations for an excel- 
lent job of presenting your state. It 
is certainly attractive and informa- 
tive and is well-conceived in design — 
and content.” 

Ned O’Brien, Manager 

Travel Department 

Agricultural and Industrial Board 

Jackson, Mississippi 


“Thank you very much for sending 
me the beautiful new color booklet 
about Texas. This is the best job 
that I have ever seen done by a state, 
and you have every reason to be 
proud of it.” 

Hugh Morton, Owner 
“Grandfather Mountain” 
Wilmington, North Carolina 


OVER THE MSRMHNAEYYS 


Comments... from the Traveling Public 


@ I'd like to have a flag like the 
one the South had in The War Be- 
tween the States a long time ago. I 
would like it to be sort of big. My 
friends and I always try to make one 
but we never make it right. We play 
war a lot of times but we don’t have 
a flag to carry with us. 

We have plans already to make a 
playhouse to get in when we play. 
Will you please send me a flag like 
I want it? I have drawn a picture of 
the flag I want on the back of this 
letter. Thank you very much. 

Benino Reyna 
Fresno, California 


@ Please send to me a colorful 


meap of Texas. W. F. Fincher 


Palestine, Texas 


P.S.—The balloon will soon go up. 
We will want a map of Mars. Road 
tunnels, of course. 


@ Will you please send me infor- 
mation concerning the western half 
of Texas showing points of historical 
and scenic interest as I am interested 
in visiting this part of the state this 
summer. 

During our travels throughout Tex- 
as I have had the pleasure of seeing 
and photographing many beautiful 
spots. One of them was Palo Duro 
Canyon. Believing that you might be 
interested in seeing one of these 
photographs I am enclosing it. 

Roger Alan Sparr 
Dallas, Texas 


@ My niece of 11 years is required 
to prepare and complete a paper on 
some interesting places in the Unit- 
ed States. She has picked the Lone 
Star State of Texas. When she men- 
tioned this simple fact, she took me 
back 20 years. 

I was just a New England boy back 
from his enlisted service in the Is- 
lands of Hawaii. Just about this time 
20 years ago, I was on my way to the 
caliche dust of Camp Fort Hood, 
Texas, for my tank destroyer’s of- 
ficers’ school. 

And as I basked in the memory of 
the bogie-wheel’s wind swept caliche 
dust, I made a promise to my niece 
that I would personally write an air- 
mail letter for her and request ma- 
terial for her assignment. From the 
Watch City of Massachusetts, I thank 


aot: Edward I. Belkin 


(Beverly Newman) 
Chelsea, Mass. 
Land of Winissimet 


@ Dear Man or Woman: | don't 
know your name, but I know you 
have information. I need information 
because I have to have a report for 
sometime this month. We are choos- 
ing a state to write to get information. 
I chose Texas and I need a map 
where something interesting hap- 
pened. 

I want information of the Alamo 
and how Santa Anna was killed and 
Crockett, 
Houston was killed or dead and how 


Travis, Bowie and how 


he killed Santa Anna. Okay? See if 
you can send me some pictures of the 
Alamo or a picture of Houston, 
Crockett, Bowie. It is eight o'clock 
and I got to get in bed. Bye-Bye. 
Martin Guerrerd 
Somerville, Texas 


@ Excellent highways, friendly peo- 
ple, excellent facilities. The counsel- 
or and his assistant were the best we 


have encountered : 3 
Jacksonville, Fla. 


@ | want to give you my greatest 
thanks for sending all this tremen- 
dous information. I will remember 
and remember this great thing you 
have done. You sent it on time so 
my teacher could use it a lot. You 
also did your job 150 per cent. I 
wish more states did this. With great- 
vane be Joe Foran 
Amarillo, Texas 


@ For my Cub Scout project, will 
you please try to send me about two 
drops of oil? Thank you. 

Michael Montileone 
St. Louis, Mo. 


® Comments from a tourist card: 


A very pleasant surprise. Sur- 
passed expectations. Terrific scenery, 
so many and varied tourist attrac- 
tions, truly a trip into history, such 
as the Alamo, etc. Friendly people. 


Very impressed. 
Ontario, Canada 


23 


Te and Prom Our Readers 


Home Again 


y, 

Gloria Sharaf, long-time editor of 
TEXAS HIGHWAYS, drove into 
Austin one day last month from New 
York. She and her family had just 
returned from a nine-month stay in 
Damascus, Syria, her husband Adel’s 
home. 

They are now residing in Pasa- 
dena. 

Commenting on her travels through 
the Biblical lands of the mid-East, 
Gloria said, “I feel just like Moses. 
I kept viewing the Promised Land 
but never got there.” 


Staubach Retires 


Although his home base is Austin, 
many Highway Department district 
personnel throughout the state will 
notice that Arnold Staubach retired 
last month. During his 31 years with 
the department Staubach, as a Super- 
vising Field Engineer for the Bridge 
Division, has visited almost every dis- 


trict in East ‘Texas. 

Recently the districts on his beat 
have been District 11, Lufkin; Dis- 
trict 17, Bryan; and 2Districts 20; 
Beaumont. 

Staubach plans to go into the pri- 
vate consulting engineering business 
in Austin. During his service with the 
Department, he traveled 400,000 
miles .. . and he says that he knows 
something about “almost every bridge 
in» exas, ¢ 


District 21 Scores High 


District 21 of the Texas Highway 
Department ranked first in the state 
in safety in the maintenance section, 
with one accident for a total of 
880,868 man hours worked per acci- 
dent. 

District Engineer J. F. Snyder of 
Pharr said the data is based on a state- 
wide report covering the fiscal year of 
1961-1962, ending August 31, relating 
to Workmen’s Compensation Insur- 
ance. 


A NEW SIGN WALL 
Be PLACEN HERG 
wHEN A MESSAGE 
BECOMES AYVAILAGLE 


"THE BOSS SAipn WE LosT A SIGN HERE OVER THE WERI@ND.... 
BLT Foe THR LIFE OF ME | CAN'T TELL WHICH ONE 4" 


Claims Director Resigns 


John Herbert Crook, Director of 
the Claims Division in Austin since 
1959, has resigned from the Highway 
Department to enter the private prac- 
tice of law in Austin, He had been 
with the Department for seven years 
as a lawyer. 

Effective May 1, the Claims Divi- 
sion ceased to operate as a separate 
division of the Department, with the 
work being absorbed by other exist- 
ing divisions. 


Back Cover 


The impact of the dynamic operations 
involved in building bridges is symbol- 
ized in this photograph taken at the 
Montopolis Bridge construction site in 
Austin. Technically called a negative 
print, the abstract effect of this photo 
was created by Jack Lewis by placing 
together two different transparencies, 
each at a different angle, and printing 
a picture combining the features of both 
transparencies. 
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Texas Highways 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS, official journal 
of the Texas Highway Department, is 
published in the interest of highway 
development in Texas and for depart- 
mental education in the improvement 
of construction, maintenance, and op- 
eration. 

TEXAS HIGHWAYS is available to 
the general public on a subscription ba- 
sis at $3.50 annually, or it can be pur- 
chased for 35 cents a copy. Subscrip- 
tions, inquiries, material, or manuscripts 
should be directed to the Editorial Of- 
fice, Travel and Information Division, 
Texas Highway Department, Austin 14, 
Texas. 


As evening falls, U. S. Highway 59 between Carthage and Marshall drops over the crest of a hill. 


